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(57) ABSTRACT 

Techniques for accessing an events information repository 
are provided. An events repository contains event records 
de?ning real World events. A programmatic interface is 
exposed to third-party applications for accessing the event 
records Within the repository. Speci?cally, the programmatic 
interface provides a set of routines that perform operations on 
the repository. Using the programmatic interface, third-party 
applications may call the set of routines to cause operations to 
be executed on the repository. Further, techniques are pro 
vided for creating and vieWing private events Within an events 
repository and also for associating user-de?ned tags With 
events using the events repository. 

14 Claims, 18 Drawing Sheets 
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CREATING AND VIEWING PRIVATE EVENTS 
IN AN EVENTS REPOSITORY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to accessing data and, more 
speci?cally, to a technique for creating and vieWing private 
events in an events repository. 

BACKGROUND 

The approaches described in this section are approaches 
that could be pursued, but not necessarily approaches that 
have been previously conceived or pursued. Therefore, unless 
otherWise indicated, it should not be assumed that any of the 
approaches described in this section qualify as prior art 
merely by virtue of their inclusion in this section. 

Event marketers and promoters typically desire to have 
event information reach a large number of people to increase 
the popularity and attendance of the event. Thus, traditional 
media such as print, radio and television are conventionally 
used to communicate event information to a large amount of 
the population. The larger the audience the event information 
reaches, the more likely the attendance of the event Will 
increase. 

Through the advent of the Internet and the World Wide Web 
(“Web”), communication of such events may be instant and 
Widespread to an even larger portion of the population. Fur 
ther, publishing event information over the Internet incurs 
minimal co st in relation to traditional media. For example, the 
event information need not be replicated on physical paper, 
and the cost of digital replication is minimal When compared 
to using traditional media. In order to communicate such 
event information to Internet users, marketers and promoters 
create Web content Which may be accessed through an event 
application associated With a Web address. Internet users may 
vieW the event information by using a Web broWser to send a 
request to the Web address. In response to the request, the 
event application sends to the broWser a Web page that 
includes event information. 

Unfortunately, event information that one event applica 
tion makes available to broWser users is not easily accessed 
and used by third-party applications. For example, some 
developers may desire to create third-party applications to 
alloW end-users to access a customiZed subset of the infor 
mation that is made available to end-users by another event 
application (the “?rst-party” application). HoWever, develop 
ing such third-party applications is dif?cult because event 
information is usually stored in a proprietary format, and is 
usually only directly accessible to the ?rst-party application. 

In order for third-party applications to gain access to event 
information contained in the event repository used by the 
?rst-party application, much time and effort is needed to 
design the third-party application to integrate With the pro 
prietary formats of the event data. Further, the event reposi 
tory itself is often not directly accessible by third parties. 

Another draWback of existing presentations of event infor 
mation is the lack of control end-users have over the event 
information itself. Although event marketers Wish to provide 
event information to many end-users, event marketers may 
also Wish to limit access to event information. Also, event 
vieWers are not given control over the manner in Which events 
are classi?ed or organiZed. 

Therefore, What is desired is an improved mechanism for 
creating, accessing and vieWing event information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is illustrated by Way of example, and 
not by Way of limitation, in the ?gures of the accompanying 
draWings and in Which like reference numerals refer to similar 
elements and in Which: 
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2 
FIG. 1A is a diagram depicting a communication system 

for accessing an events repository according to one embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 1B is a diagram depicting a graphical user interface 
screen of an event application according to one embodiment 

of the invention; 
FIG. 1C is a diagram depicting a graphical user interface 

screen With event data according to one embodiment of the 

invention; 
FIG. 1D is a diagram depicting the communication ?oW 

betWeen components of a communication system for access 
ing an events repository according to one embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. IE is a diagram depicting a graphical user interface 
screen for requesting an authentication token according to 
one embodiment of the invention 

FIG. 2A is a diagram depicting a graphical user interface 
screen for creating an event record according to one embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 2B is a block diagram illustrating the contents of an 
events repository according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 2C is a graphical user interface screen for selecting 
users authorized to vieW private events according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2D is a graphical user interface screen displaying 
user-selected events according to one embodiment of the 

invention; 
FIG. 2E is a graphical user interface screen displaying 

public and private events according to one embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 2F is a graphical user interface screen for creating 
and/or selecting a group Within an event application accord 
ing to one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2G is a graphical user interface screen displaying 
group information according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 3A is a graphical user interface screen for displaying 
event information according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating the contents of an 
events repository according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 3C is a graphical user interface screen for displaying 
event search results based on tag data according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 3D is a graphical user interface screen for displaying 
popular event tags according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 3E is a graphical user interface screen for displaying 
events associated With a tag according to one embodiment of 
the invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a computer system upon Which 
embodiments of the invention may be implemented. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In the folloWing description, for the purposes of explana 
tion, numerous speci?c details are set forth in order to provide 
a thorough understanding of the present invention. It Will be 
apparent, hoWever, that the present invention may be prac 
ticed Without these speci?c details. In other instances, Well 
knoWn structures and devices are shoWn in block diagram 
form in order to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the present 
invention. 






















